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-1 Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS)
Met Mining Project and Land Exchange

Table 3.2-16

> Comparison of DEIS, SDEIS, and FEIS for the NorthMet Project Proposed Action

NorthMet Project Proposed Action as

NorthMet Project Proposed Action as

DEIS to FEIS Comparison of
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of the West Pit, west of the
Overburden Storage and
Laydown Area.
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upgraded to include RO that would
meet-water quality rargetsiafter:
slosure:

Plant Site

»  Upgrading existing and
constructing new
processing facilities located
at the former LTVSMC
processing plant.

e  Seepage from the toe of the
Tailings Basin collected
through a series of header
pipes, recovery trenches,
and vertical extraction wells
returning seepage to the
tailings basin.

e No Tailings Basin cover
proposed.

e Hydrometallurgical Residue
Facility located on top of
the existing LTVSMC
Tailings Basin Cell 2ZW.

e  As per the DEIS, with some minor
changes to the layout of processing
facilities, the addition of a new
WWTP (RO that would meet water

guality targets) and only one
autoclave -- Copper concentrate

would not be further processed.

¢  Added rock buttressing at the Tailings
Basin to increase geotechnical
stability.

s  Surface seep system at the southern
Tailings Basin dam, and surface water
and groundwater containment system
-onstructed around the north and west
Tailings Basin dams capturing alf
surface and greater than 90 percent of
ali groundwater seepage, which would
be directed to a new Plant Site
WWTP. Treated water returned to the
Tailings Basin or discharged to
wetlands north of the Tailings Basin
groundwater containment system o
supplement a reduction in flow in that
area.

e  During the construction of the
Tailings Basin embankments, a
bentonite amended oxygen barrier
layer (at a depth of 30 inches from the
surface of the dams) would be
installed on exterior sides of dams.

e During closure, bentonite would be
incorporated into beach and pond
areas of the Tailings Basin to reduce

e As per the SDEIS, with some minor
changes to processing facilities and
the Plant Site layout, including the
addition of a new SAG mill and
updating the sanitary sewage

treatment System.
e Relocation of the contents of the

Coal Ash Landfill to the
Hydrometallurgical Residue Facility
{or other approved facility) priot to
its cutrent site being covered with
NorthMet Project Proposed Actin
tatlings.

e Incorporation of CDSM at the
Tailings Basin to increase
geotechnical stability.

e  Added surface seepage management
system along the east Tailings Basin
dams capturing all surface and
greater than 90 percent of all
groundwater seepage, which would
be directed to the WWTP.

s  Using only ireated water from the
WWTP to augment flows affected
by the containment systeni.

New building layout better
utilizing disturbed ground
meaning reduced wetland
effects.

Elimination of major air

emission sources and
electrical users.

Capture and treatment of
greater than 90 percent of
groundwater, and all
surface seepage from
Tailings Basin.
Improvement in the
foundation stability of the
Tailings Basin.
Augmentation of flow
effects to wetlands
adjacent to the Tailings
Basin using treated water.
Improvement in the
foundation stability of the
Hydrometallurgical
Residue Facility, which
eliminates concerns about
liner failure and provides a
virtually zero leakage liner
systen.
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the influx of oxygen and water.

e Hydrometallurgical processing would
only include one autoclave instead of
two, reducing residue in half.

e Hydrometallurgical Residue Facility
would be located in the footprint of
the existing LTVSMC Emergency
Basin immediately southwest of the
existing LTVSMC Cell 2W of the
Tailings Basin.
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